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(57) ABSTRACT

A compressor may include a first scroll member, a second
scroll member and a drive shaft. The first scroll member may
include a first end plate defining a first discharge port and a
first spiral wrap extending from the first end plate. The
second scroll member may include a second end plate
defining a first variable volume ratio port and a second spiral
wrap extending from the second end plate and meshingly
engaged with the first spiral wrap and forming compression
pockets. The variable volume ratio port may be located
radially outward relative to the first discharge port and in
communication with a first compression pocket. The drive
shaft may be engaged with the second scroll member and
driving orbital displacement of the second scroll member
relative to the first scroll member.
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1
SCROLL COMPRESSOR WITH VARIABLE
VOLUME RATIO PORT IN ORBITING
SCROLL

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional
Application No. 61/731,645, filed on Nov. 30, 2012. The
entire disclosure of the above application is incorporated
herein by reference.

FIELD

The present disclosure relates to compressors, and more
specifically to compressors having a variable volume ratio.

BACKGROUND

This section provides background information related to
the present disclosure and is not necessarily prior art.

Scroll compressors include a variety of valve assemblies
to control compressor discharge conditions. The valve
assemblies may include numerous parts resulting in a com-
plex assembly process. Additionally, some compressors may
include multiple valve assemblies, further complicating
assembly.

SUMMARY

This section provides a general summary of the disclo-
sure, and is not a comprehensive disclosure of its full scope
or all of its features.

In one form, the present disclosure provides a compressor
that may include a first scroll member, a second scroll
member and a drive shaft. The first scroll member may
include a first end plate defining a first discharge port and a
first spiral wrap extending from the first end plate. The
second scroll member may include a second end plate
defining a first variable volume ratio port and a second spiral
wrap extending from the second end plate and meshingly
engaged with the first spiral wrap and forming compression
pockets. The variable volume ratio port may be located
radially outward relative to the first discharge port and in
communication with a first compression pocket. The drive
shaft may be engaged with the second scroll member and
driving orbital displacement of the second scroll member
relative to the first scroll member.

In some embodiments, the second end plate may define a
second discharge port and the first and second spiral wraps
may define a central discharge pocket in communication
with the first and second discharge ports.

In some embodiments, the compressor may include a
variable volume ratio valve displaceable between a closed
position and an open position. The variable volume ratio
valve may isolate the variable volume ratio port from the
discharge pocket when in the closed position and may
provide communication between the first compression
pocket and the discharge pocket via the variable volume
ratio port when in the open position.

In some embodiments, a flow path may be defined from
the first compression pocket to the first discharge port by the
variable volume ratio port and the second discharge port
when the variable volume ratio valve is in the open position.

In some embodiments, the second scroll member may
include a drive hub extending from the second end plate and
engaged with the drive shaft. The variable volume ratio
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2

valve may be located within the drive hub axially between
the drive shaft and the second end plate.

In some embodiments, the compressor may include a
valve housing located within the drive hub axially between
the variable volume ratio valve and the drive shaft.

In some embodiments, a flow path may be defined
between the second end plate and the valve housing from the
variable volume ratio port to the second discharge port when
the variable volume ratio valve is in the open position.

In some embodiments, the compressor may include a
drive bearing surrounding an outer circumference of the
drive shaft and located within an annular wall defined by the
valve housing.

In some embodiments, the compressor may include a
drive bearing surrounding an outer circumference of the
drive shaft and located at an axial end of the valve housing
opposite the second end plate.

In some embodiments, the valve housing may define a
drive bearing surrounding an outer circumference of the
drive shaft.

In some embodiments, the drive bearing may include an
anti-wear coating.

In some embodiments, the variable volume ratio valve
may define an annular body including a central aperture
surrounding the second discharge port.

In some embodiments, the compressor may include a
second valve and a shell housing the first and second scroll
members and defining a discharge passage. The second
valve may be in communication with the first discharge port
and the discharge passage and may control communication
between the discharge passage and the discharge pocket.

In some embodiments, the second scroll member may
include first and second members coupled to one another
with the variable volume ratio valve located axially between
the first and second members. The first member may define
a first portion of the second end plate and the second spiral
wrap and the second member may define a second portion of
the second end plate and a drive hub extending from the
second portion and engaged with the drive shaft.

In some embodiments, the first member may define the
second discharge port and the variable volume ratio port and
a flow path may be defined between the first and second
members from the variable volume ratio port to the second
discharge port when the variable volume ratio valve is in the
open position.

In some embodiments, the compressor may include a first
variable volume ratio valve and a second variable volume
ratio valve. The first and second variable volume ratio valves
may be displaceable between open and closed positions
independent from one another. The first variable volume
ratio valve may selectively open the first variable volume
ratio port and the second variable volume ratio valve may
selectively open a second variable volume ratio port defined
in the second end plate.

In some embodiments, the compressor may include a
shell housing the first and second scroll members and a seal
engaged with the first scroll member and the shell. The seal
and the first scroll member may define a chamber in com-
munication with a second compression pocket and providing
axial biasing of the first scroll member relative to the shell.

In some embodiments, the second compression pocket
may be located radially outward relative to the first com-
pression pocket.

In another form, the present disclosure provides a com-
pressor that may include a first scroll member, a second
scroll member, a variable volume ratio valve, and a drive
shaft. The first scroll member may include a first end plate
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defining a first discharge port and a first spiral wrap extend-
ing from the first end plate. The second scroll member may
include a second end plate defining a variable volume ratio
port, a drive hub extending from the second end plate and a
second spiral wrap extending from the second end plate
opposite the drive hub and meshingly engaged with the first
spiral wrap and forming compression pockets and a dis-
charge pocket. The variable volume ratio port may be
located radially outward relative to the first discharge port
and may be in communication with a first compression
pocket. The variable volume ratio valve may be located
within the drive hub and displaceable between a closed
position and an open position. The variable volume ratio
valve may isolate the variable volume ratio port from the
discharge pocket when in the closed position and may
provide communication between the first compression
pocket and the discharge pocket via the variable volume
ratio port when in the open position. The drive shaft may
extend into the drive hub of the second scroll member and
may drive orbital displacement of the second scroll member
relative to the first scroll member.

In some embodiments, the second end plate may define a
second discharge port extending into the drive hub and a
flow path may be defined from the variable volume ratio port
to the second discharge port through the drive hub when the
variable volume ratio valve is in the open position.

In some embodiments, the compressor may include a
monolithic valve housing located within the drive hub
axially between the variable volume ratio valve and the
drive shaft. The monolithic valve housing may define a drive
bearing having an anti-wear coating.

In yet another form, the present disclosure provides a
compressor that may include a first scroll member, a second
scroll member, variable volume ratio valve, and a drive
shaft. The first scroll member may include a first end plate
defining a first discharge port and a first spiral wrap extend-
ing from the first end plate. The second scroll member may
include first and second members coupled to one another
and forming a second end plate defining a variable volume
ratio port and a second spiral wrap extending from the
second end plate and meshingly engaged with the first spiral
wrap and forming compression pockets and a discharge
pocket. The first member may define a first portion of the
second end plate and the second spiral wrap. The second
member may define a second portion of the second end plate
and may include a drive hub extending therefrom. The
variable volume ratio port may extend through the first
member, may be located radially outward relative to the first
discharge port and may be in communication with a first
compression pocket. The variable volume ratio valve may be
located axially between the first and second members and
may be displaceable between a closed position and an open
position. The variable volume ratio valve may isolate the
variable volume ratio port from the discharge pocket when
in the closed position and may provide communication
between the first compression pocket and the discharge
pocket via the variable volume ratio port when in the open
position. The drive shaft may extend into the drive hub of the
second scroll member and may drive orbital displacement of
the second scroll member relative to the first scroll member.

In some embodiments, the first member may define a
second discharge port and the discharge pocket may be in
communication with the first and second discharge ports.
The first and second members may define a flow path from
the variable volume ratio port to the second discharge port
when the variable volume ratio valve is in the open position.
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In some embodiments, the compressor may include a
monolithic valve housing located within the drive hub
axially between the variable volume ratio valve and the
drive shaft. The monolithic valve housing may define a drive
bearing having an anti-wear coating.

Further areas of applicability will become apparent from
the description provided herein. The description and specific
examples in this summary are intended for purposes of
illustration only and are not intended to limit the scope of the
present disclosure.

DRAWINGS

The drawings described herein are for illustrative pur-
poses only of selected embodiments and not all possible
implementations, and are not intended to limit the scope of
the present disclosure.

FIG. 1 is a section view of a compressor according to the
present disclosure;

FIG. 2 is a section view of a portion of the compressor of
FIG. 1,

FIG. 3 is a section view illustrating an alternate compres-
sor valve retainer arrangement according to the present
disclosure;

FIG. 4 is a section view illustrating an alternate compres-
sor valve retainer arrangement according to the present
disclosure;

FIG. 5 is an alternate section view illustrating an alternate
compressor valve retainer arrangement and orbiting scroll
according to the present disclosure;

FIG. 6 is an alternate section view illustrating an alternate
compressor valve retainer arrangement and orbiting scroll
according to the present disclosure; and

FIG. 7 is an exploded perspective view of the compressor
valve retainer arrangement and valve shown in FIG. 6.

Corresponding reference numerals indicate correspond-
ing parts throughout the several views of the drawings.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Examples of the present disclosure will now be described
more fully with reference to the accompanying drawings.
The following description is merely exemplary in nature and
is not intended to limit the present disclosure, application, or
uses.

Example embodiments are provided so that this disclosure
will be thorough, and will fully convey the scope to those
who are skilled in the art. Numerous specific details are set
forth such as examples of specific components, devices, and
methods, to provide a thorough understanding of embodi-
ments of the present disclosure. It will be apparent to those
skilled in the art that specific details need not be employed,
that example embodiments may be embodied in many
different forms and that neither should be construed to limit
the scope of the disclosure. In some example embodiments,
well-known processes, well-known device structures, and
well-known technologies are not described in detail.

When an element or layer is referred to as being “on,”
“engaged t0,” “connected to” or “coupled to” another ele-
ment or layer, it may be directly on, engaged, connected or
coupled to the other element or layer, or intervening ele-
ments or layers may be present. In contrast, when an element
is referred to as being “directly on,” “directly engaged to,”
“directly connected to” or “directly coupled to” another
element or layer, there may be no intervening elements or
layers present. Other words used to describe the relationship
between elements should be interpreted in a like fashion
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(e.g., “between” versus “directly between,” “adjacent” ver-
sus “directly adjacent,” etc.). As used herein, the term
“and/or” includes any and all combinations of one or more
of the associated listed items.

Although the terms first, second, third, etc. may be used
herein to describe various elements, components, regions,
layers and/or sections, these elements, components, regions,
layers and/or sections should not be limited by these terms.
These terms may be only used to distinguish one element,
component, region, layer or section from another region,
layer or section. Terms such as “first,” “second,” and other
numerical terms when used herein do not imply a sequence
or order unless clearly indicated by the context. Thus, a first
element, component, region, layer or section discussed
below could be termed a second element, component,
region, layer or section without departing from the teachings
of the example embodiments.

For exemplary purposes, a compressor 10 is shown as a
hermetic scroll refrigerant-compressor of the low-side type,
i.e., where the motor and compressor are cooled by suction
gas in the hermetic shell, as illustrated in the vertical section
shown in FIG. 1.

With reference to FIG. 1, a compressor 10 may include a
hermetic shell assembly 12, a bearing housing assembly 14,
a motor assembly 16, a compression mechanism 18, a seal
assembly 20, a refrigerant discharge fitting 22, a discharge
valve assembly 24, a suction gas inlet fitting (not shown),
and a variable volume ratio (VVR) assembly 28. Shell
assembly 12 may house bearing housing assembly 14, motor
assembly 16, compression mechanism 18, and VVR assem-
bly 28.

Shell assembly 12 may generally form a compressor
housing and may include a cylindrical shell 30, an end cap
32 at the upper end thereof, a transversely extending parti-
tion 34, and a base 36 at a lower end thereof. End cap 32 and
partition 34 may generally define a discharge chamber 38.
Discharge chamber 38 may generally form a discharge
muffler for compressor 10. While illustrated as including
discharge chamber 38, it is understood that the present
disclosure applies equally to direct discharge configurations.
Refrigerant discharge fitting 22 may be attached to shell
assembly 12 at opening 40 in end cap 32 and may define a
first discharge passage. The suction gas inlet fitting (not
shown) may be attached to shell assembly 12 at an opening
(not shown). Partition 34 may define a second discharge
passage 44 therethrough providing communication between
compression mechanism 18 and discharge chamber 38.

Bearing housing assembly 14 may be affixed to shell 30
at a plurality of points in any desirable manner, such as
staking. Bearing housing assembly 14 may include a main
bearing housing 46, a bearing 48 disposed therein, bushings
50, and fasteners 52. Main bearing housing 46 may house
bearing 48 therein and may define an annular flat thrust
bearing surface 54 on an axial end surface thereof.

Motor assembly 16 may generally include a motor stator
58, a rotor 60, and a drive shaft 62. Motor stator 58 may be
press fit into shell 30. Drive shaft 62 may be rotatably driven
by rotor 60 and may be rotatably supported within bearing
48. Rotor 60 may be press fit on drive shaft 62. Drive shaft
62 may include an eccentric crank pin 64 having a flat 66
thereon.

Compression mechanism 18 may generally include an
orbiting scroll 68 and a non-orbiting scroll 70. Orbiting
scroll 68 may include an end plate 72 having a spiral vane
or wrap 74 on the upper surface thereof and an annular flat
thrust surface 76 on the lower surface. Thrust surface 76 may
interface with annular flat thrust bearing surface 54 on main
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bearing housing 46. A cylindrical hub 78 may project
downwardly from thrust surface 76 and may have a drive
bushing 80 rotatably disposed therein. Drive bushing 80
may include an inner bore in which crank pin 64 is drivingly
disposed. Crank pin flat 66 may drivingly engage a flat
surface in a portion of the inner bore of drive bushing 80 to
provide a radially compliant driving arrangement. An Old-
ham coupling 82 may be engaged with the orbiting and
non-orbiting scrolls 68, 70 to prevent relative rotation ther-
ebetween.

Non-orbiting scroll 70 may include an end plate 84
defining a first discharge port 92 and having a spiral wrap 86
extending from a first side thereof, an annular recess 88
extending into a second side thereof opposite the first side,
and a series of radially outwardly extending flanged portions
90 (FIG. 1) engaged with fasteners 52. Fasteners 52 may
rotationally fix non-orbiting scroll 70 relative to main bear-
ing housing 46 while allowing axial displacement of non-
orbiting scroll 70 relative to main bearing housing 46.
Discharge valve assembly 24 may be coupled to the end
plate 84 of the non-orbiting scroll 70 and may generally
prevent a reverse flow condition when the compressor 10 is
shutdown. Spiral wraps 74, 86 may be meshingly engaged
with one another defining pockets 94, 96, 98, 100, 102, 104.
It is understood that pockets 94, 96, 98, 100, 102, 104
change throughout compressor operation.

A first pocket, pocket 94 in FIG. 1, may define a suction
pocket in communication with a suction pressure region 106
of compressor 10 operating at a suction pressure (P,) and a
second pocket, pocket 104 in FIG. 1, may define a discharge
pocket in communication with a discharge pressure region
108 of compressor 10 operating at a discharge pressure (P )
via the first discharge port 92. Pockets intermediate the first
and second pockets, pockets 96, 98, 100, 102 in FIG. 1, may
form intermediate compression pockets operating at inter-
mediate pressures between the suction pressure (P,) and the
discharge pressure (P,). End plate 84 may additionally
include a biasing passage 110 in fluid communication with
one of the intermediate compression pockets.

With additional reference to FIG. 2, the end plate 72 of
orbiting scroll 68 may include first and second VVR ports
112, 114 and a second discharge port 116. The first and
second discharge ports 92, 116 may each be in communi-
cation with the discharge pocket. The first VVR ports 112
may be in communication with a first intermediate com-
pression pocket and the second VVR ports 114 may be in
communication with a second intermediate compression
pocket. The first and second VVR ports 112, 114 may be
located radially outward relative to the first and second
discharge ports 92, 116. The biasing passage 110 may be in
fluid communication with one of the intermediate compres-
sion pockets located radially outward from and operating at
a lower pressure relative to the intermediate compression
pockets in fluid communication with first and second VVR
ports 112, 114.

VVR assembly 28 may include a valve housing 118, a
VVR valve 120 and a biasing member 122. The valve
housing 118 may define a valve stop region 124 and an
annular wall 126 located within the hub 78 of the orbiting
scroll 68 and extending axially from a valve stop region 124.
The valve stop region 124 may be located axially between
the drive shaft 62 and the end plate 72. An annular recess
128 may be defined in an axial end of the valve stop region
124 facing the orbiting scroll 68 and may form an inner
valve guide 130. The hub 78 of the orbiting scroll 68 may
form an outer valve guide 132. The axial end surface of the
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end plate 72 of the orbiting scroll 68 defining the first and
second VVR ports 112, 114 may form a valve seat 125 for
the VVR valve 120.

A seal 134 may surround the annular wall 126 and may be
engaged with the annular wall 126 and the hub 78 to isolate
the suction pressure region of the compressor from the first
and second VVR ports 112, 114 and the second discharge
port 116. A drive bearing 136 may be located within the
annular wall 126 the valve housing 118 and may surround
the drive bushing 80 and drive shaft 62. A pin 138 may be
engaged with the valve housing 118 and the hub 78 of the
orbiting scroll 68 to inhibit relative rotation between the
valve housing 118 and the orbiting scroll 68.

The VVR valve 120 may be located axially between the
valve stop region 124 of the valve housing 118 and the valve
seat 125 of end plate 72 of the orbiting scroll 68. The VVR
valve 120 may include an annular body 140 radially aligned
with the first and second VVR ports 112, 114, surrounding
the second discharge port 116 and defining a central aperture
142 radially aligned with the second discharge port 116. The
inner valve guide 130 may extend through the central
aperture 142 and the outer valve guide 132 may surround an
outer perimeter of the annular body 140 to guide axial
displacement of the VVR valve 120 between open and
closed positions. The biasing member 122 may urge the
VVR valve 120 to the closed position and the VVR valve
120 may be displaced to the open position by pressurized
fluid within the intermediate compression pockets via the
first and second VVR ports 112, 114.

The VVR valve 120 may overlie the first and second VVR
ports 112, 114 and sealingly engage valve seat 125 to isolate
the first and second VVR ports 112, 114 from communica-
tion with the second discharge port 116 when in the closed
position. The VVR valve 120 may be axially offset from the
valve seat 125 to provide communication between the first
and second VVR ports 112, 114 and the second discharge
port 116 when in the open position. The first and second
intermediate compression pockets may be placed in com-
munication with the discharge pocket when the VVR valve
120 is in the open position.

More specifically, a flow path may be defined from the
first and second intermediate compression pockets to the
first discharge port 92 when the VVR valve 120 is in the
open position. The flow path may be defined through the first
and second VVR ports 112, 114 to a space between the valve
housing 118 and the end plate 72 of the orbiting scroll 68 to
the second discharge port 116 to the first discharge port 92.

FIG. 3 illustrates an alternate valve housing 218. The
valve housing 218 may be incorporated into compressor 10
in place of the valve housing 118. In the arrangement shown
in FIG. 3, the valve housing 218 may include a shortened
annular wall 226 relative to the annular wall 126 shown in
FIGS. 1 and 2. Therefore, the drive bearing 236 may be
located at an axial end of the annular wall 226 of valve
housing 218 rather than within valve housing 218.

A further alternate valve housing 318 is illustrated in FIG.
4. The valve housing 318 may be incorporated into com-
pressor 10 in place of the valve housing 118. The valve
housing 318 may be generally identical to the valve hous-
ings 118, 218 discussed above. However, instead of having
a separate drive bearing 136, 236, the valve housing 318
may define a monolithic body 342 that defines both the valve
housing features and the drive bearing discussed above.

In some embodiments, some or all of the monolithic body
342 may include an anti-wear coating. For example, portions
of'the monolithic body 342 that define the drive bearing may
include the anti-wear coating. The anti-wear coating may be
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of the type disclosed in assignee’s commonly owned U.S.
application Ser. No. 13/948,458, filed Jul. 23, 2013, the
disclosure of which is hereby incorporated by reference.

In some embodiments, the anti-wear coating may include
a thermoplastic polymer and at least one lubricant particle.
In some embodiments, the anti-wear coating may include a
thermoplastic polymer, a first lubricant particle, and a sec-
ond lubricant particle that is distinct from the first particle.
One or a plurality of distinct layers of material can be
applied to the monolithic body 342 to form the anti-wear
coating. In some embodiments, the anti-wear coating may
have a substantially uniform thickness of less than or equal
to about 0.005 inches (about 127 pum), for example. In some
embodiments, the anti-wear coating has a thickness of
greater than or equal to about 0.002 inches (about 51 pm) to
less than or equal to about 0.003 inches (about 76 um), for
example. Such a thin anti-wear coating on the drive bearing
of the monolithic body 342 may provide the ability to
eliminate traditional bearings (e.g., sleeve-type bearings
and/or bushings) or alternatively, can be used with bearings
and/or bushings to further improve performance. In certain
alternative variations, the anti-wear coating may be used in
a conventional sleeve-type bearing or bushing as the wear
surface material disposed over a backing sleeve material, for
example.

A precursor powder material may be applied to the
monolithic body 342. The precursor powder material may
include a powderized thermoplastic polymer, a first lubricant
particle, and a second distinct lubricant particle. Such a
powderized precursor material can be dispersed or sus-
pended in a carrier or liquid carrier to be applied to a target
surface. By “powderized” it is meant that the dry materials
are pulverized or milled to provide a plurality of solid
particles having a relatively small size. For example, the
plurality of powder particles may have an average particle
size diameter of less than or equal to about 50 pm, optionally
less than or equal to about 40 pum, optionally less than or
equal to about 30 um, optionally less than or equal to about
25 um, optionally less than or equal to about 20 pm,
optionally less than or equal to about 15 um, and in certain
variations, optionally less than or equal to about 10 um.

In some embodiments, a thermoplastic resin provides a
heat-resistant and wear resistant binding matrix for the
lubricant particle(s). In certain alternative embodiments
discussed above, such thermoplastic resins may be used to
build up a basecoat, as well. In some embodiments, one or
more thermoplastic polymers may be provided in a pow-
derized dry form. For example, a thermoplastic may include
polymers from the polyaryletherketone (PAEK) family. In
certain variations, the polyaryletherketone (PAEK) thermo-
plastic polymer can be selected from the group consisting of:
a polyetherketone (PEK), polyetheretherketone (PEEK), a
polyetheretheretherketone (PEEEK), polyetherketoneketone
(PEKK), polyetheretherketoneketone (PEEKK) polyether-
ketoneetheretherketone (PEKEEK), polyetheretherketone-
therketone (PEEKEK), and combinations thereof. In other
variations, the thermoplastic matrix material may comprise
polyamide imide (PAI), polyphenylene sulfide (PPS), or
polyimide (PI) alone or as combined with any of the other
suitable thermoplastic polymers discussed just above. In
certain variations, the powderized thermoplastic polymer is
selected from the group consisting of: a polyaryletherketone
(PAEK) or other ultra-performing polymer including, but
not limited to poly(phenylene sulphide) (PPS), poly(sul-
phone) (PS) polyamide imide (PAI), poly(benzimidazole)
(PBI), or polyimide (PI). In some embodiments, the carrier
material or thermoplastic polymer may be an ultra-perfor-
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mance, high temperature thermoplastic resin, namely
polyethetherketone (PEEK), a member of the polyarylether-
ketone (PAEK) family, in a powderized form.

The lubricant particle fillers can be any number of fric-
tion/wear compounds including, but not limited to inorganic
fillers, organic fillers, and polymeric particles used as fillers.
A “lubricant particle” includes a solid material in particulate
form (e.g., a plurality of solid particles) that contributes to
a low coefficient of friction or provides additional tribologi-
cal or synergistic properties to the overall anti-wear material
composition. In some embodiments, the first and/or second
lubricant particles of the anti-wear coating may be selected
from the group consisting of: polytetrafluoroethylene
(PTFE) particles (or powderized PTFE), molybdenum dis-
ulfide (MoS,) particles, tungsten disulfide (WS,) hexagonal
boron nitride particles, carbon fibers, graphite particles,
graphene particles, lanthanum fluoride, carbon nanotubes,
polyimide particles (or powderized polyimide polymer),
poly(benzimidazole (PBI) particles (e.g., fibers), and com-
binations thereof. In certain preferred variations, the first
lubricant particle comprises molybdenum disulfide (MoS,)
and the second distinct lubricant particle comprises polytet-
rafluoroethylene (PTFE), such as powderized PTFE par-
ticles.

In some embodiments, a first precursor powder material
may be applied to the monolithic body 342 without any
lubricant particles, but including a first powderized thermo-
plastic polymer to form a basecoat (or multiple layers of a
basecoat). A second precursor powder material can then be
applied over the basecoat, which can optionally be applied
in multiple coatings to form a plurality of layers of an
anti-wear coating. The second precursor powder material
may include a second powderized thermoplastic polymer, a
first lubricant particle, and a second distinct lubricant par-
ticle, as discussed in the embodiments above.

In some embodiments, the one or more lubricant particles
may include polytetrafluoroethylene (PTFE) and molybde-
num disulfide (MoS,), which may be selected as the friction/
wear compounds to improve wear characteristics of the
anti-wear coating material. PTFE can be incorporated at
greater than or equal to about 5 to less than or equal to about
30% by weight, with the most preferred amount of PTFE
being present at greater than or equal to about 15 to less than
or equal to about 20% by weight. In some embodiments, it
can be advantageous to avoid excessively high concentra-
tions of PTFE (well in excess of 30% by weight), as PTFE
forms a soft phase that can capture debris and create
undesirable adhesive wear. MoS, can be incorporated at
greater than or equal to about 2.5 to less than or equal to
about 25% by weight, optionally at greater than or equal to
about 2.5 to less than or equal to about 15% by weight, with
a particularly desirable amount of MoS,, being about 10% by
weight. Of course, other anti-wear coatings are likewise
contemplated in other embodiments of the present disclo-
sure.

An alternate orbiting scroll 368 and VVR assembly 28 are
illustrated in FIG. 5. In the arrangement shown in FIG. 5, the
orbiting scroll 368 may be formed from first and second
members 444, 446 coupled together. The VVR valve 420
and biasing member 422 may be retained between the first
and second members 444, 446. The first member 444 may
form a first portion 448 of the end plate 372 and the second
member 446 may form a second portion 450 of the end plate
372. The spiral wrap 374 may extend from the first portion
448 of the end plate 372 and the first and second VVR ports
412, 414 and second discharge port 416 may be defined in
the first portion 448 of the end plate 372. The first member
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444 may define a valve seat 425 (similar to valve seat 125
of orbiting scroll 68 discussed above). The second member
446 may define the drive hub 378 and the valve housing 418.
More specifically, the second portion 450 of the end plate
372 may define the valve stop region 424. The valve stop
region 424 may be similar to the valve stop region 124
discussed above and, therefore, will not be described in
detail with the understanding that the description of the
valve stop region 124 applies equally to valve stop region
424.

FIGS. 6 and 7 illustrate another orbiting scroll 568 and
VVR valve assembly 528. The orbiting scroll 568 and VVR
valve assembly 528 may be similar to the orbiting scroll 68
and VVR valve assembly 28 shown in FIGS. 1 and 2, with
differences noted below.

The VVR valve assembly 528 may include first and
second VVR valves 620, 621 in place of the single VVR
valve 120 shown in FIGS. 1 and 2. The valve housing 618
may include a first recess 630 housing a first biasing member
622 and the first VVR valve 620 and a second recess 631
housing the second biasing member 623 and the second
VVR valve 621. The first VVR valve 620 may be displace-
able between open and closed positions to selectively pro-
vide communication between the first VVR port 612 and the
discharge port 616. The second VVR valve 621 may also be
displaceable between open and closed positions to selec-
tively provide communication between the second VVR port
614 and the discharge port 616. The first and second VVR
valves 620, 621 may be displaceable independent from one
another.

What is claimed is:

1. A compressor comprising:

a first scroll member including a first end plate defining a
first discharge port and a first spiral wrap extending
from said first end plate;

a second scroll member including a second end plate
defining a first variable volume ratio port and a second
spiral wrap extending from said second end plate and
meshingly engaged with said first spiral wrap and
forming compression pockets, said first variable vol-
ume ratio port located radially outward relative to said
first discharge port and in communication with a first
compression pocket, said second end plate defining a
second discharge port in selective communication with
said first variable volume ratio port, said first and
second spiral wraps defining a central discharge pocket
in communication with said first and second discharge
ports;

a drive shaft engaged with said second scroll member and
driving orbital displacement of said second scroll mem-
ber relative to said first scroll member; and

a first variable volume ratio valve displaceable between a
closed position and an open position, said first variable
volume ratio valve isolating said first variable volume
ratio port from said discharge pocket when in the closed
position and providing communication between said
first compression pocket and said discharge pocket via
said first variable volume ratio port when in the open
position.

2. The compressor of claim 1, wherein said second
discharge port and said first variable volume ratio port define
a flow path from said first compression pocket to said first
discharge port when said first variable volume ratio valve is
in the open position.

3. The compressor of claim 1, wherein said second scroll
member includes a drive hub extending from said second
end plate and engaged with said drive shaft and said first
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variable volume ratio valve is located within said drive hub
axially between said drive shaft and said second end plate.

4. The compressor of claim 3, further comprising a valve
housing located within said drive hub axially between said
first variable volume ratio valve and said drive shaft.

5. The compressor of claim 4, further comprising a drive
bearing surrounding an outer circumference of said drive
shaft and located within an annular wall defined by said
valve housing.

6. The compressor of claim 4, further comprising a drive
bearing surrounding an outer circumference of said drive
shaft and located at an axial end of said valve housing
opposite said second end plate.

7. The compressor of claim 4, wherein said valve housing
defines a drive bearing surrounding an outer circumference
of said drive shaft.

8. The compressor of claim 7, wherein said drive bearing
includes an anti-wear coating.

9. The compressor of claim 1, wherein said first variable
volume ratio valve defines an annular body including a
central aperture surrounding said second discharge port.

10. The compressor of claim 1, wherein said second scroll
member includes first and second members coupled to one
another with said first variable volume ratio valve located
axially between the first and second members, said first
member defining a first portion of said second end plate and
said second spiral wrap and said second member defining a
second portion of said second end plate and a drive hub
extending from said second portion and engaged with said
drive shaft.

11. The compressor of claim 10, wherein said first mem-
ber defines said second discharge port and said variable
volume ratio port and a flow path is defined between said
first and second members from said first variable volume
ratio port to said second discharge port when said first
variable volume ratio valve is in the open position.

12. The compressor of claim 1, further comprising a a
second variable volume ratio valve, said first and second
variable volume ratio valves being displaceable between
open and closed positions independent from one another,
said second variable volume ratio valve selectively opening
a second variable volume ratio port defined in said second
end plate.

13. The compressor of claim 1, further comprising a
bearing housing rotatably supporting said drive shaft.

14. A compressor comprising:

a first scroll member including a first end plate defining a
first discharge port and a first spiral wrap extending
from said first end plate;

a second scroll member including a second end plate
defining a variable volume ratio port, a drive hub
extending from said second end plate and a second
spiral wrap extending from said second end plate
opposite said drive hub and meshingly engaged with
said first spiral wrap and forming compression pockets
and a discharge pocket, said variable volume ratio port
located radially outward relative to said first discharge
port and in communication with a first compression
pocket;

a variable volume ratio valve located within said drive
hub and displaceable between a closed position and an
open position, said variable volume ratio valve isolat-
ing said variable volume ratio port from said discharge
pocket when in the closed position and providing
communication between said first compression pocket
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and said discharge pocket via said variable volume
ratio port when in the open position; and

a drive shaft extending into said drive hub of said second
scroll member and driving orbital displacement of said
second scroll member relative to said first scroll mem-
ber.

15. The compressor of claim 14, wherein said second end
plate defines a second discharge port extending into said
drive hub and a flow path is defined from said variable
volume ratio port to said second discharge port through said
drive hub when said variable volume ratio valve is in the
open position.

16. The compressor of claim 14, further comprising a
monolithic valve housing located within said drive hub
axially between said variable volume ratio valve and said
drive shaft, said monolithic valve housing defining a drive
bearing having an anti-wear coating.

17. The compressor of claim 14, further comprising a
bearing housing rotatably supporting said drive shaft.

18. A compressor comprising:

a first scroll member including a first end plate defining a
first discharge port and a first spiral wrap extending
from said first end plate;

a second scroll member including first and second mem-
bers coupled to one another and forming a second end
plate defining a variable volume ratio port and a second
spiral wrap extending from said second end plate and
meshingly engaged with said first spiral wrap and
forming compression pockets and a discharge pocket,
said first member defining a first portion of said second
end plate and said second spiral wrap and said second
member defining a second portion of said second end
plate and having a drive hub extending therefrom, said
variable volume ratio port extending through said first
member, located radially outward relative to said first
discharge port and in communication with a first com-
pression pocket;

a variable volume ratio valve located axially between said
first and second members and displaceable between a
closed position and an open position, said variable
volume ratio valve isolating said variable volume ratio
port from said discharge pocket when in the closed
position and providing communication between said
first compression pocket and said discharge pocket via
said variable volume ratio port when in the open
position; and

a drive shaft extending into said drive hub of said second
scroll member and driving orbital displacement of said
second scroll member relative to said first scroll mem-
ber.

19. The compressor of claim 18, wherein said first mem-
ber defines a second discharge port and said discharge
pocket is in communication with said first and second
discharge ports, said first and second members defining a
flow path from said variable volume ratio port to said second
discharge port when said variable volume ratio valve is in
the open position.

20. The compressor of claim 18, further comprising a
monolithic valve housing located within said drive hub
axially between said variable volume ratio valve and said
drive shaft, said monolithic valve housing defining a drive
bearing having an anti-wear coating.

21. The compressor of claim 18, further comprising a
bearing housing rotatably supporting said drive shaft.
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